Toby Hall / Turtle Hall
Built: 1812
Area History:

Turtte Hall has not always been called so. On February 20, 1735, the state granted
640 acres extending from Shandy Hall (Shandy Point) to Deep Inlet (Hewlett's Creek)
to John Watson. On February 16, 1737; 640 acres were granted to Thomas Conner-
the Shandy Hall property.

During the early to mid 1700’s, Dr. John Eustace lived at Shandy Hall, but was not the
owner. He was a friend of the British writer, Laurence Sterne, who in the early 1700's
wrote the novel, “Tristram Shandy” - the story of Uncle Toby Shandy who lived on an
estate next to that of the father of Tristram Shandy. Itis presumed that Dr. Eustace
started referring to the two Sound estates as Shandy Hall and Toby Hall. These
names were soon adopted by everyone in the area.

There is no known account of the estate during the Revolutionary War. The original
house burned sometime between 1803 and 1812 and was rebuilt in 1812. There
were several owners between 1812 to 1920.

In 1920 , two German fishermen used Toby Hall as a working farm. The German
immigrants fished and harvested turties. The property was referred to as the “Turtle
Haul".

in 1930, Daisy Page and her husband renovated the Toby house after a fire. At this
time, Daisy changed the name of the house to “Turtle Hall” and improved the house to
appear as an “estate”. Wings were added to the original Georgian plan. A back porch
was also added along with several outdoor buildings - tenant houses, a stable and
garages.

The original 640 acres have been subdivided into countless lots since 1735. Many of
the buyer’s influenced place names on the landscape. John Hewlett (Hewlett Creek)
and Richard Bradley (Bradley Creek) were owners of sub lots.



Past excavations have revealed authentic Civil War period dish ware along with other
artifacts. Parts of a cannon used in the Civil War have also been found. Most of the
antiques that were originally in the house have been removed by previous owners.
Even a mantle was taken before the house was sold. However, its historical
architecture can still be seen in many areas of the house.

The Toby Hall estate which once was surrounded by 640 acres, now restsona 1 io
11/2 acre lot. Most, if not all, of the outer buildings have been removed. The
exception; the stable, has been renovated. Other acres have been subdivided with
lots of one acre and 1/2 acre for residential use.



Timeline:
1735- State to John Watson (son of Jonathan Watson)
640 acres from Shandy Hall to Deep Inlet; had 3 children.

1773- John Watson to Samuel Marshall; 200 acres.
John Watson to Jonathan Watson; 200 acres.

1775-1783- Revolutionary War. No known account of Toby Hall.

1803- William L. Marshall (son of Samuel Marshall), mariner, to James Marshall,
cabinet maker; 1/2 plantation (100 acres) including Toby House.

1812~ Original house had burned sometime between 1803 and 1812 and was rebuilt
at this time.

1813- James Marshall to Joseph Kellog for $150.00.

1823- Joseph Kellog to Thomas Robinson; and Thomas Robinson to Richard Bradley
(Bank of Cape Fear - a mortgage bank). T. Robinson died 1825.

1826- Richard Bradley to Catherine Robinson (Mrs. Thomas Robinson).
1829- Catherine Robinson to Gershon Lazarus.

1831- Gershon Lazarus to Catherine Robinson.

1836- Catherine Robinson to Martin Bryant.

1861- Start of the Civil War.

1863- Duncan Bryant to Potter - 10 acres.

1865~ End of Civil War



1920- Two German fishermen use Toby as a working farm. Fished and raised turtles.
Toby referred to as “Turtle Haul”.

Between 1920 and 1930- John and Carried Tienkens live in the house. The Stern’s
(not the author, Sterne) then occupy the residence.

1930- Daisy Page and husband renovate Toby Hall to resemble an ‘estate’. Rename
estate, “Turtle Hall".

1967- John C. Drewry.

1970- Duke University.

1971- David and Peggy Block
From 1967 until 1977, the house remained vacant. No improvements were
made.

1977- David Block to Robert and Regina Doyle.

The Doyle's were owners as of 1981 when this research was performed.
Copies of county records are enclosed for further interest.
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L .RUDY HALL

D3 P, p. 337, Few Hanover County ... 23 July 1773
JOEN WATSORN o2 New Hanover County, executor of the will of JONATHAN WATSON, decessed,
deeded to SAMISL MARSEAIL a plantation of 200 acres on the Sound, joining JOSEFH
HATSON and TEOMAS CUNNINGHAM. Said land was bequeathed to JORATHAN WATSON, deceased,
by will of his father, JOHEN WATSON, deceased....included land with all buildings
end improvemente, .. etc... Wit: Cornelius Harnett and Henry Youmg. :
(The will of JOHN WATSON shows that the land he willed his son JONATHAN was & part
of his home plzntation on the Sound.)
{JORATHAN WATSON vas not ofage when hie father made his will in 1743. He died
in 1772 and his legatees were his brother Joseph Watsocn and his daughters, Hannah,
Hester, Elizzbeth and Ann Watson, and Ann Marshall and Mary Marsball. 1
The will of Jolhn Watson, the elder, left three sons, John , II, Joseph and
Jonatdan Watson. JOBN WATSON, I, dated his will December 1773 and it wes provated
Herch Cowrt 1774, He named his wife ANN and his daughters Elizabeth Watson, Mery wife
of SAMUEL MARSHAIL. and SARAE wife of Nixon Chester.2
Thus we see that SAMUEL MARSBALL married MARY, daughter of Jobn Wetscn, II, and
grenddaughter of John Watson the eldsr, to whom the above land was granted. He also
received the grant to the land on which the town of Wilmington was foumded.,
New Banover County Court Minutes, % October, 1790 shows that “on motion of
¥r. Jones, resolved that the property, real and personal, end also all the rights
and credits which Samuel Marshall was possessed of at the time of his departure
from this 3tate with the British, by which he forfeited the same to the State; is
hereby vested in the children of the said Sammel Marshall, the eaid children to
enjoy the same as fully and emply as if their fatbher the said Samuel, had died
in allegiance; a8 far as the Court i1s authorized by Laws of this State so to do. "8
Court Hinutes show the following children of Samuel Marshall and Mary Wateon
Marshall:
1. Samuel Mershall, age sbout 17 years, som of S, Marsball, chose Thom2s
Withers and Robert Scott as gusiidians 5 October, 1786. Bond 1500 lbsa.
2, Sareh Marshall ... John Nichols eppointed her guardian RFx&rpx 8 July 1788.
3. Williem leidby Marsball ... Edward Ruaae]l .and ¥eese Atkins appointed his
guardien 8 July 1788. = -
k. Jemes Marshall ... Fdward Busse]l and Jesse Athns appointed bis guardlan
8 July, 1788.
The July Term of Court, 1791, ordered the divieion of certain tracts of lend late
the property of JOHNATHAN, JOSEPH eand JOHN WATSON, deceesed. ;eccae
Tot Fo. 1 .. 100 acrcs #n the creek whereon Mr. Nixon Chester now resides, velued
at 110 1bs, and assigned to NHixon Chester. (Nizon Chester
msrried Sarah, sister of Mary(Wetson) Marsnall).
1ot Fo. 2 .. 200 acres on which Edward Russell now resides at 100 Ibe. znéd
assigned to the heirs of SAMUEL MARSHALL.
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1. Will Bk, C, p. 138, Kew Eznover County . W11 of Jonathan Watson.

2. Wetson, “John .. will of .. Grines ' .lLBS"'RACTS OF N c. WII.I.S, p. 39k,

3. Watson, Jonzthen, John, Joseph ... Divieion of Estate .. LD A, pgs. 21 & 122,
Lew Eznover Coxmty, Torth Carolina.
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D3. F, p. 337, New Henover County July 23, 1773

JOEN WATSON, Exr. of the will of JONATHAN WATSON, dec'd., to SAMUEL MARSHALL, a
plantation of 200 acres on the Sound Joining Joseph Watson and THOMAS CUNNINGEAM,
Said land bequeathed Jonathan Watson by will 8f his father, JOHN WATSON, decd.
land with all buildings, ets. Begin at a lightwood post on ye N. E. drain of
Way's pond rumning thence up the marsh N 1 Esst 40 poles to a pine near Dirty
Branch to a pine at the heed tbereof, N 40 W by s marked line to a small pine
at ye bead of Yeloney's Swamp, thence N 7O W to 2 small pine in ye line between
Joseph Watson and Thomas Cunningham, thence K 30 E to a lightwood stump, thence
S T0 E to & lightwood post in ye Sound in ye Bigg Hammock thence up ye Sound
and Ways Pond to ye atation of the fimst part...200 acres bequeathed to Jonathan
Watson by will of his father, John Watson.

DB M, p. 200, Iiew Hanover County - 25 May 1803

WILLIAM IETUBY MARSHALYL, mariner, to JAMES MARSHALL, cabiret maker, of Wilmington..
for $40...a Quit Claim deed to said William"s interest and title in meodxi¥fx

1/2 of that plantation on the Sound in New Hanover Cownty called Tobby House and
which formerly belonged to Samuel Marshall, dec'd... The division of the .
plantation being in the following manner to wit: by a ditect line rum eastwardly
ihrough the center thereof and the 1/2 part next Shandy Hall, being the

premises hereby conveyed to JAMES MARSHAILL. Said William leidby Marshall

Quit Claims to James Marshall all of his claim to said land.

Wit: R. Harley (Hurley) William leidby Marshall
Proved June Cowrt 1803

DB P, p. 238 17 Dececber 1813

JAMES MARSHAIL sold the above land, (160 acres Tobby House) to GEORGE JENNINGS

on 17 December 1813. ....that tract of land situated on the Sound. Begin an the
east line of & plantation whereon John Hewlett now lives, 40 poles from a
lightwood stump known as the cornmer of & line running east to the Sound, celled
Wetson's line, vhich said line is the rmidxxy south bowdary line of Hostler's ¢
& Welker's plantation, thence running east and parallel with said Wateson's line
until it intersecte with a line to be run on the Sand Ridge on which Major
Hostler's overseees house now stands & parallel with said Hostler's east lins

from said intersectdon southeastwardly to the Sound to the exireme point of a
point of dand the growth of oak and yeopon said phint being southern extreme point
of & hemmock owned partly by A. Hostler and said MARSHALL, then south along the
course of the Sownd to Wymons pond the corner of a plantation owned by

Captain Scott, west up seid line to Capt. Scoti's and the northweard line of

Atkins plantation to the east line of the sbove mentioned John Hewlett's
plentation , thence north on said line to the first positiocn, containing 100 acree
more or Jless.

On Decexber 27, 1813, George Jennings sold 120 acres to Gil'bert Geer. -

I3, B, p. 70 30 March 1820

GILBERT GZ=R to CAL=EB NICHOLS (mortgege bond, indebted to Nichols as he enao*'sed

8 nods for him). Tract of land on the Sound , begln on the east side of a
vlentation whereorn JOHN ESWLETT now lives, ho poles south from a lightwood

Stump known as the corner of a line rtmning east to ths Sound called Watson's line
(varding as sbove deed), southern extfphiity of a hermock owned pertly by the
estate of Alezender Eostler,decd. and a 1ot letely bpelonging to JOSEFR EXLIOG, the
south slong the course of the Sound to Weyman's pond, the plantation owned

by Cepteln Scott..etc...
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DB. K, p. 308, Wew Hanover Courty....9 February 1752

EDHWARD RUSSELL, planter to GEQRGE IOCAN, plantation on the Sownd known by

rare of TA3BY HOUSE, or L/Tth as aforesaid, as the Foperty was vested in te
heirs of SAMUEL MARSBALL, and he being at that time of the American War
with Great Britain inimical to the American cause and his property wes
confiscated in the Cowrt of New Hanover County, and the cause some tire
_after being releyed (someone has written in pencil RELAYED) by the alr eady
nentmned beirs :bo a]J. their i‘ormr rights and pr:.vi]eges of the a]:ready
mentioned Estate....which said p]antation es a]ready mentioned was orlgimny
a nan.en'l: to JOHN HA![BON and by JOEN HATSON conveyed 'by 'wa.]l to hlS son, :
Jonaihsn Uatson, and by another conveyance of JOEN WATOSH (J-. ), the o'bly
acting execubor of tha last will and testarment of his brother JOHATHAN WATSON,
conveyed to RAMUEL MARSHATLL, &nd from the heirs of SA.‘-IUEI. HARSPATL to said

l's:D'rzARD RUSSEI.‘L, vho Dow conveys Beme to GEORGE LOGAN, the course and bounds

" s follows...Beg:.n at a hghtwood post on S/E d.ram of Ha,ys Pond, run up

the mouth Ncrth 14E 110 poles to a Pine at the head of “said Branch Then North
49, West ’oy mrkeﬂ. line to smll pine at head or Moloney 8 Swamp, then

Horth 70, West to a small pine in the lire between JCSEPH WATSON and THOMAS

CUIiNBv!GHAM Then North 30 East to a Light'wood Stump, South 70 Bast to a -

lightwood post on the Sound in the Big Hammock; tbence up the Sound
and Vays Pond to the first Station, which is part of Sound Iend containing

220 acres..... With improvements thereon.....



* DB 8, p. 602, Rew Eenover County

- indemmify end keep karpless to the said Richz

,, p. 200, New Hanover County, North Carolina, 25 My, .}803.
]:371.]1,&”?! LTJDB;' F25EA1L , mariner, to JAMES M&I’.SHAIL{ Cebinet Maker of :
Vilmingtor...far $4B ...A Quit C3aim deed to said William Ludby Marshall's
interest end title in one-half of that plantation on tile Sound izi Rew Hanover .
County celled TOB3Y HOUSE and which formerly belonged to SAMUEL I-AR?HALL, d.eceusz
Tne division of the plantation being in the following manmer to wit: by a direc
lins rumning e=stwardly through the center thereof, and the one half par? next
to SBANDY EALL being the premisee hereby conveyed end Qiit Claimet:l to said James
Farshall by ‘Jillien Ludby lMarshall, all of his said claim to the and. (Proved
June Court, 1803.)

(Alexander Fostler) -
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DB P, p. 252, Hew Henover County, North Caro - «-23 Noverber 1813

JAMES MARSHALL to JOSEPH KELIOG ...for $150 ...0a tract of land joining the
Plantation of ALZXANDER HOSTLER called SEANDY » the lines of seid land
cormencing at a8 live oak tree on t

he Sound, running vestward 390 poles more or less
along the South line of said Hostler and Walker's South line, thence I¥s

perallel with Eostler and Walker's lipe to the ridge whereon the House of GEORGE
JZNKNINGS and the House of Mr, Hostler's overseer now stands » thence east to a
point of the line, w growth of caks and Yeo

pon on the Sound, thence Rorth with
the water course of the Sowmd up the Sound to the veginning station,
(This seems to have been the William Leidby Mershall part of the TOBBY BOUSE .
- PLANTATIOR. )

) » North Carolina... 12 Decerder 1826
RICEARD BRADIZY to CATEERINE ROBINSON...WhereaB, THOMAS RO3TISON, lzte husband of

said Catherine, conveyed to said Bradley by deed deted 12 Februery, 1823 (2 nortgage,
2ll that tract of land on the Sound betueen the lends of Jazes S, Green end the

SALT WORES erected by Gilbert Geer and nov in possessicn end occupetion of pa=id
GTILBERT G==R, being 12nAa purchased by said TIOMAS ROSTSOR from JOSETE KELIOG %o

rd Bradley for hie 1iebilities as
security of the seid Thomes Robirnson froo oy IRt vt Py to the Bank
of Cape Faar,...ihe gafd TE0U05 DOTTISHN A4aid TSP 2l 2308, amd hee Tie o411
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TB. P’ P- 252, New Hﬂno:ver co‘mty’ N. C. -
23 Hovember 1813

JAVES MARSHALL to JOSEPH KELIOG...$150 sewcs,,, tract of land é
joining the plsntation of Alexander Hostler called Shandy Hall, the lines \
of said land commencing at a lixe ocak Tree on the Sound, rumaing westward

390 poles more or leas along the South line of seid Hostler end Walker;s South-

(e

live to a lightwood stump, thence south 40 poles upon John Hewletis East

| 3

L.ne ? thence east and parallel vith Hosti;er and Walker s line to the ridge
wherean the House of George Jenninga and. the I{ouse of ¥r. Hostler's overseer
now stands, thence east to a pomt of the l:l.ne ....t_;he grow“’h of oaks and
yeopon on the Sound, thence }!orth with the water course of the Sound up’

+he Sound to the begiming or fire‘b_station.

¥yit: N. Robinson
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DB. S, p. 602, New Hanover Coumty, N.G
12 December 1826 -

RICEARD ERADL‘EI to CASL‘BEBINE BOBINSON .
Thomas Bo‘b:mson, late hus'ba.nd oi‘ -sa:.él Cat‘herme vonveyea. to said Bradley
by deed da‘bed 12 Feb. 1823 (a mor*gage) » a1 thst tract of land on the Sound
betwveen the 3ands of JAI«IES S. GEEZZN and the Salt Horks erected by GIISERT
GZFR and now in the poesession end occupe:l'ion of said GIIRERT GZER, being
3311&- ‘nurchased by said THOMAS ROBINSON from JOSEFE EKEZLIOG to i “d.,wmi‘y
end keep harmless to the said Ricbard Bradley for his 11a'b11_t1es as
security of the said TEOMAS ROBINSON to the Bank of Cape Fear...the seid
H0MAS ROBINOSH died in the year of 1825...by his lest will he devised
211 his right in the said premises to the gaid Caiherine end she kox has
-2id to said Bradley ell of the indebtedness.
(This is half of the tract owned by said James lershall and the TOBY HOUSE

ctands on the other naif.)



D8 ®,p . 413 licw Fonover County, N. C., 31 January 1822
G. GEER et al to Alcxander Peden, above land,

DB R, p. 418, MNew Hanover Cownty 1 Feb. 1822
AISZATNIER PEDIR to 48% CALEP NICHOLS, above land. -

D8 S, p. 145 New Banover County 26 Bebruary 1823

CATEB NICHOLS to THOMAS COWAN and JOHN D, JONES....120 acres... tract on the
Sownd,..begin eestern line of a plantation whereon John Hewlett now lives..

40 polee south from & lightwood stump,known ae the corner of the line...rum

Ez3t to the Sound on line called Watson'e line and which said line is the
scuthern boundary of Hostler's and Walker's plantation. Then rum east and
perallel with Wateon's line until it intersects at ozks and yeopon...owned partly
by the estate of late Alexander Hostler and to & lot lately belonging to

Joseph Eellog...buildinge, ealt works, etc...

Wit: William Horriss and William Watts Jones,

DB. S, p. 694, New Hanover County .... 11 June 1827
CHOMAS COWAN end JOBN D. JONES to LEWIS MARSTELIEFR..,.(see NN 157 for wording)...
trect of land conveyed by GEORGE JENNINGS to GILBERT GEER 27 December 1813...

by Gilbert Geer a mortgage to CALEB NICHOLS, et al and sold under emecution to

Alexander Peden...including buildings, salt works, etc....

D3 Z, p. 183 Eew Hanover County ... 19 January 1842

LEJIS B, MARSTEIIER to MRS. SARAH GEER...plantatlon on the Sound...begin at the
ezst line of e plantetion where JOHN HEWIETT formerly lived..(See NN,p.157

for wording)... 120 acres being & tract of lend cornveyed by Thomas Cowan and
John D, Jones to Lewis Marsteller (see S 69h).

DB NN, p. 157, llew Hanover County ... &4 December 1850
SARAH GEER to MICAJAE T. CANADAY...$400 ... a tract of land excepting the femily

burying ground vhich was lately enclosed by a pailing fence...On the Sound.

Begin on the east line of a plantation whereon John Hewlet formerly lived and

on which HIIIARY BRYANT lately lived...hO poles south from e lightwood Stump
inown as the corner line, ruming eest to the Soumd and called WATSON'S line,
which said line is the southern boundary of what was farmerly HOSTIER'S and WAIEE
plantations; thence east and parallel with Watson'se line until it intersects witk
& line to be rum on the Send i3} Ridge whereon the late Major Hostler's oversear
house stood and parsllel with seid Hostler's timx east line from said intersectio
south to the Sound to the east part of a point of land the growth of cak and
Yeopon, the said point being the southern extremihy point of a hammock owned
pertly by the estete of the late Alexender Hostler and & lot belonging to

Joseph Kellog, thence north along the course of the Sound to Weyman'se pond, the
course of a planitation owned by the 3date Capt. Robert Scott znd since by MILTS
COSTMH  and at yresent by JamSs HOLLANWD, thence up eaid Hollands 1ine west to-
the north line of the late ADKINS plentation, thence north to 1lst statien, 120 ~
acres which was conveyed by 1. H. Marsteller to SARAE GEER, 19 Jan. 1842 (Z,p.183

This looks lilke a part of seme trect... 6

D3 WW, p. 454, Yiew Hanover County 27 MHay 1863

DiZICAW M. HRVALT to MARIAN POTI=R, SALLY ¥, TMWITER and WILLIAM F. POTIER...
$2,000...10 acres on }4d3de Sound comeencing at THOMAS HOWEY's s/v cormer, rum ca
to Low weter, trence to within 16 T4, of Wm. B, Meares lot, thence west and merel
2ith Eower's 2nd 3wwlheimer's lot, nath to beginning...there is to be 16 £t zbove
"-_;1‘. wzier —ri reserved fTor "MSDEEC'-?-J'..BD& Sermue} D=vis 18 o0 rerove his Salt
o=ter mew e 2nid dend, umless otler errsrgenants mife with Pnd roriyer dzeds
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